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community 

News 
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Four Songs from Oz 

Dragon Gallery 

2/FYuchengco Museum 

RCBC Plaza, Makati City 

duDuntil July 23 ©889-1234 

4Ddragongallery@yuchengcomuseum.org 

Escaping An Alternate World 

Ysobel Art Gallery 
Serendra Piazza, McKinley Parkway 
Fort Bonifacio Global City,Taguig City 
^until July 29 ©0928-5071117 

4Dmark.sancheztiongco@gmail.com 

Art from Fire 

Reflections Gallery, Museo Orlina 
Hollywood Subdivision Rd., 
Brgy.Tolentino East, Hollywood Subd. 
Tagaytay City 

diUuntil July 31 ©413-2581 

4Dinfo@museo-orlina.org 

When You’re Strange 

Artery Art Space 

102 P.Tuazon Blvd., Cubao, Quezon City 
dIDuntil Aug. 6 ©725-2837 

Japanese Design Today 
100 Exhibition 

Metropolitan Museum of Manila 
BSP Complex, A. Mabini St. 

Roxas Blvd., Pasay City 

^until Aug. 19 ©811-6156 to 58 

4Darts@jfmo.org.ph 

What Do Photographs Tell Us 
About Baguio’s Past 

Sanctuary Gallery 
Maryknoll Ecological Sanctuary 
Campo Sioco, Baguio City 
dfsSuntil Aug. 20 ©424-5745 

4Dmesbaguio@gmail.com 

@Ayala Museum 

Makati Avenue cor. De La Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 

• Edsel Gomez’s World Fusion Band, 
featuring Edsel Gomez, Grammy 
Award-winning jazz pianist 

dIUJuly 28 

• Plaything and other Flights of 
Fancy with Michael Rodriguez Gomez 

dUSuntil Aug. 2 

• Personal Essay Writing Workshop 
with Camille De La Rosa 

duslAug. 20 

• The Diary ofTetsuya Noda, 

Steven Co Collection 

^until Aug. 28 

• Sanso: Setting the Stage 

uSuntil Sept. 18 
©759-8288 local 25 
4Dvillaflores.md@ayalafoundation.org 
4Dhello@ayalamuseum.org 

Rak of Aegis back for 5th rerun 

The PETATheater Center 
No. 5 Eymard Drive, New Manila 
Quezon City 

uSuntil Aug. 31 ©725-6244 

4Dpetatheater@gmail.com 


Xavier School honors Lory Tan 


Jose Ma. Lorenzo “Lory” P. Tan, 
from the Class of 1970, is Xavier 
School’s recipient of the 2016 
Xavier-Kuangchi Award for Exem¬ 
plary Alumni. 

Tan was recognized for his pas¬ 
sionate commitment to the preser¬ 
vation of the natural environment 
and his tireless efforts to promote 
the values of conservation and sus¬ 
tainable development. 

Tan has more than 15 years 
of CEO-level experience in the 
management of non-profit orga¬ 
nizations, most notably as CEO 
of WWF Philippines from 2001 
to 2014. 

He was actively involved in 


crafting policy, building enforce¬ 
ment and management capacity, 
and creating sustainable financial 
frameworks for ecotourism initia¬ 
tives throughout the country. 

More recently, his work in sup¬ 
port of conservation and sustainable 
development has focused on adapta¬ 
tion and building social resilience in 
a climate-defined future. 

His book, A Field Guide to 
Whales and Dolphins of the Philip¬ 
pines was awarded the National 
Book Award for Environment in 
1996 and the Gintong Aklat Award 
for Science in 1998. His The Last 
Great Forest also won the National 
Book Award in 2001. 


His latest book, Managing Min¬ 
danao’s Natural Capital , examines 
environmental and economic issues 
and maps out a progressive and 
sustainable future for Mindanao. 

Tan’s recognition is of particular 
significance in light of the encyclical 
of Pope Francis, Laudato Si, which 
calls on the Church and “every 
person living on this planet” to take 
action in response to environmental 
degradation and global warming. 

Xavier School hopes that his 
service in this field will inspire all 
Xaverians to examine their lifestyles 
and learn to view nature as an inte¬ 
gral part of God’s creation. 

The Xavier-Kuangchi Award was 



conferred on July 22. 

Started in 2007, the annual 
tribute honors Xavier alumni who 
have, through service and leadership, 
created a positive impact in their 
communities and society in general. 


2 Pinoys in Forbes Asia's lists of philanthropy heroes 



Forbes Asia has released this 
year’s Heroes of Philanthropy list, 
highlighting some of the region’s 
noteworthy givers. 

This year, two Filipinos - veteri¬ 
narian Anton Mari H. Lim, 50, and 
Gateway Property Holdings chair¬ 
man emeritus Geronimo B. de Los 
Reyes Jr., 80 - made the list of 40 
philanthropists from 13 countries 
across Asia Pacific. 

Lim grew up in Zamboanga City 
and graduated from the Zamboanga 
Chong Hua High School. 

He was among the top 10 in the 
government licensure examination 
for veterinarians at University of the 
Philippines-Diliman. 

Lim began his career as a veteri¬ 
narian. After meeting the founder 
of Tzu Chi, Dharma Master Cheng 
Yen, he established a liaison office 
in Zamboanga City. 

Later, he set up the Yellow Boat 
Foundation, which Lim co-founded 
with Jay Jaboneta, and collaborated 
with Tzu Chi in many community 
projects. 

In less than two years, the Yel¬ 
low Boat project has grown into a 
national movement in many under¬ 
privileged communities. 

A strong believer in empow¬ 
erment, education, community 
cohesion, and sustainability Lim 
and fellow Yellow Boat associates 
offer transportation, medical help, 
economic involvement and educa¬ 
tional support. 

Their goal: give the communities 


the necessary tools to succeed. 

Lim is often at the forefront, orga¬ 
nizing and leading medical, surgical 
missions for indigents in the 
many depressed areas of Zam¬ 
boanga and neighboring cities 
and provinces during man¬ 
made and natural calamities. 

Meanwhile, De los Reyes’ 
family lost its fortune during 
World War II, leaving him 
and his brothers to fend for 
themselves. 

From his first job at age 19, 
carrying baggage and cargo 
in an international airline, 

De Los Reyes took evening 
classes and graduated magna 
cum laude in Management 
and Finance at the Colegio 
de San Juan de Let ran. 

He became head of Sales 
and Architectural/Building 
Division of Reynolds Alu¬ 
minum, and was sent to the 
U.S. for further studies. 

He later acquired 12 
corporations involved in the 
trading and supply of building 


products, hardware and 
accessories; as well as 
venturing into land deve¬ 
lopment, construction of 
condominium apartments 
and the Gateway Business 
and Industrial Park in 
General Trias, Cavite. 

The Geronimo B. de 
los Reyes Foundation Inc. 
promotes education by 
providing scholarships for poor 
children, also supports faculty de¬ 
velopment and research studies; as¬ 


sists in preserving the environment 
through a centralized waste water 
plant at his business and industrial 
estate; and conducts seminars on 
environmental care. 

De Los Reyes has museum 
exhibits that feature photographs 
of the Philippine revolution, the 
Filipino-American War and the 
country at the turn of the last century 

In 2012, he was named an 
Outstanding Manilan, as “the 
Guardian of Historical Records and 
Philanthropy” 
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community 

News 


Free entrance to the National Museum, 


Starting July 1st, visitors no 
longer need to pay admission fees 
at The National Museum, which 
was previously charging varied fees 
to local and foreign visitors. 

Earlier, it only granted free 
general admission to the public 
on Sundays and during National 


Arts Month in February, National 
Heritage Month in May and 
National Museums and Galleries 
Month in October. 

The announcement posted on the 
museum’s Facebook page explained 
the Board of Trustees’ decision 
to offer free general admission to 


encourage more visitors, especially 
among younger Filipinos. 

They noted that there were 
significant spikes in numbers in 
2013-2016, when general admission 
was free of charge during the special 
months. 

“Enhancing universal access by 


all Filipinos to what we proudly 
exhibit as our national patrimony 
and heritage has always been a 
primary concern, and with this 
new policy we hope to reach more 
people than ever before, both by 
encouraging visits to our museums, 
and by bringing the National 


Dela Rosa names new PNP officials 


Newly-installed 
Philippine National 
Police chief director 
Gen. Ronald Dela Rosa 
ordered a reorganization 
of senior officers 
occupying key positions 
in the PNP Command 
Group, Directorial Staff, 

Regional Police Offices 
and National Support Units. 

He said that the reorganization 
followed the time-honored tradition 
in the police service that recognizes 
merit, seniority and competence in 
the selection process. 


He noted that the 
newly reorganized Di¬ 
rectorial Staff has been 
constituted to assist the 
Command Group in op¬ 
erational management of 
the different functions 
and activities of the PNP. 

Dela Rosa said that 
some regional directors, 
meanwhile, had to be reassigned to 
other equally-important positions in 
different levels of command. 

“I urge the entire 170,000 strong 
officers, men and women of the 
PNP to rally behind the newly 


reorganized Team PNP,” he said. 
Effective July 1, Sr. Supt. Roberto 

B. Fajardo, Sr. Supt. Romulo E. 
Sapitula, Sr. Supt. Joel Napoleon 
M. Coronel, Sr. Supt. Tomas 

C. Apolinario Jr. and Sr. Supt 
Guillermo Lorenzo T. Eleazar are 
acting district directors of the 
Northern Police, Eastern Police, 
Manila Police, Southern Police 
and Quezon City Police districts, 
respectively. 

Chief Supt. Roel B. Obusan 
is acting director of the Criminal 
Investigation and Detection Group 
while Sr. Supt. Manolo N. Ozaeta 


is the officer-in-charge of the Anti- 
Kidnapping Group. 

The reorganization was recom¬ 
mended by the Senior Officers 
Placement and Promotion Board 
SOPPB for immediate implemen¬ 
tation by the Directorate for Per¬ 
sonnel and Records Management 
DPRM. 

Dela Rosa said a regular 
assessment of the performance 
of the police commanders, from 
regional directors to town police 
chiefs would be conducted to 
determine if they still have to stay 
on the job. 



Dela Rosa 


everyday! 

Museum’s programs and resources 
to communities throughout the 
national capital and all the regions 
of our archipelago,” the notice said. 

The museum will be supported 
by funds from the national budget. 

Museum hours remain Tuesdays 
to Sundays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 



Kidnap watch 

Collected by Movement for 
Restoration Peace & Order 


RELEASED: Businessman ARAJI 
MAANI, by Abu Sayyaf bandits, 
in Sulu, on July 6. Maani was 
kidnapped in Zamboanga City last 
July 27, 2015. 


KIDNAPPED: Three INDONE¬ 
SIAN FISHERMEN, by Abu Sayyaf 
militants, off Lahad Datu in the 
Malaysian part of northern Borneo, 
on July 10. 
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Teac her Bal dwin 

2016 Art 
Workshop 

is ongoing! 
RHEMSCAJ-ttW 



Email: teacher_baldwin@yahoo.com 
Visit: www.facebook.com/baldwin.kho 


24 HOURS NATIONWIDE SECURITY OPBWIONS 


PHILIPPINE AIRHAVUK 
SECURITY AG BMC Y, INC. 

548 Banawe Street, SMH, Quezon City 
• Security services: office-residential-commercial- 
industrial-hotels-resorts-restaurants-schools- 
hospitals-banks-airports-ports 
• Security survey and planning services 
• Surveillance & background investigation services 
• Security training services 

FOR INQUIRIES^ CALL: 
415 - 3996 * 711 - 3680 * 740 - 3252 * 783-5096 
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ROUNDUP 


Building inner resilience 
and inner peace 


S ister Becky Ortega, a trainer at the Brahma Kumaris, ran 
an excellent workshop on “Building Inner Resilience and 
Inner Peace” for members of the Movement for Restoration of 
Peace and Order on July 2. Most MRPO members are kidnap 
victims or their relatives who experienced trauma from the 
ordeal. The grief and pain are life-changing, especially if the 
victim dies during abduction. 

Sr. Ortega advised MRPO members on how to meet 
adversities and draw from their inner strength and positive 
values. Engaging abductors in conversation humanizes them. 
It also helps ease peoples fears and suffering when they lift 
up their burden to the Supreme Being, seek divine help and 
center their thoughts on the people they love. 

Just before the lecture, MRPO members attended the 
promulgation of the decision on the kidnap-for-ransom with 
double murder case against the Exequiel Cautiver and his 
wife Penelope. 

Both were active duty police officers holding the rank of 
Chief Inspector when they perpetrated the crime in 2008. 

Former Dasmarinas, Cavite Vice Mayor Victor Carungcong, 
the mastermind and financier, had hired Cautiver to kill his 
brother-in-law, Demosthenes Canete, a business rival. 

Cautiver hired the gunman, but the group got greedy and 
demanded ransom even after they had killed Canete and his 
driver. 

The payoff of nearly a million pesos was consummated. 
Fortunately, police intelligence led to the arrest of the 
perpetrators. 

It took the Canete family eight years to find closure. They 
had spent a considerable sum to see the trial through, even 
after being harassed and threatened. 

MRPO lauded the family’s persistence and commitment 
to find justice. 

Cautiver was also implicated in the 2007 kidnap-for- 
ransom case of a Filipino of Pakistani descent. Sadly, evidence 
was not enough to pin him down. Had the earlier case 


Soul of China 

By Go Bon Juan 


F ilial piety is a time-honored tradition in Chinese culture. 

Chinese history abounds with stories of selfless sacrifice 
by offspring for their parents. 

In 399 to 402 A.D., during the Eastern Jin ([] [] ) 
Dynasty, Sun En ([] [] ) led a rebellion. Pan Zong ([] [] ) 
and his father Pan Piao (Q Q ) left their county Wu Xing 
(□ □ ) to flee from the turmoil. 

Old age and weak body slowed Pan Piao down, and the 
bandits eventually caught up with him. 

“I cannot run anymore. You better run and escape by 
yourself in order for us not to be killed together,” Pan Piao 
told his son. He then sat on the ground unwilling to move. 


prospered, Canete would not have been killed, lamented 
Canete’s daughter Joan, a lawyer. 

Operatives of the Police Anti-Crime and Emergency 
Response led by Colonels Eleazar Guillor and Edgar Iglesia 


worked hard to achieve the breakthrough. It highlights the fact 
that there are indeed good and upright officers in the police 
force. Unfortunately, the few bad eggs like Cautiver spoil the 
reputation of the entire institution. 

The overhaul of the criminal justice system is something 
our new president, Rodrigo Duterte, must look into. Why do 
people applaud summary execution? Why do people rejoice 
when shortcuts are resorted to? Why do court trials take so 
long? 

We told the Canete family that eight years may seem long, 
but that’s how long most of our cases last. Of the cases we’ve 
handled, the longest it has taken for judgment to be handed 
down is a record 21 years. 

The flawed criminal justice system is what makes summary 
executions so popular among many victims of crime. But these 
should not happen in a civilized society. I have to ask if the 
alleged drug pushers were killed, so they would not reveal who 
their financiers and drug lords are? 

As social advocate Jaime Garchitorena said, “Having no 
rules is not freedom, that’s called anarchy.” 

Before total chaos and anarchy sets in and becomes 
irreversible, the President and his men must start laying down 
rules and observing those already in place. 

Philippine interest 

The United Nations Arbitral Tribunal handed down on 
July 12 its decision on the case filed by the Philippines against 
China’s nine-dash line. 

Days before the decision was issued, media people asked 


Instead of leaving, Pan Zong stayed put and faced the 
bandits. He kowtowed to them and pleaded, “My father is 
of old age. Please spare his life.” 

Pan Piao, in turn, told the bandits: “My son is still young. 
He could have escaped but did not because of me. My life 
does not matter. Please just spare my son.” 

The bandits were unmoved. One of them raised his sword 
and tried to hack Pan Piao. Pan Zong immediately threw 
himself to cover his father with his body. The bandit struck 
Pan Zong, leaving him with four wounds in the head and 
face. He lost consciousness. 

At this moment, a bandit came forward and said: “This 


me how the Chinese-Filipino community would react to 
the decision. 

I had to clarify which sector of the Tsinoy community the 
reporter was referring to. The xinyimin or new immigrants 
will all defend China, right or wrong. 

On the other hand, the older Chinese Filipinos who have 
been in the Philippines for generations will not want war. 
They are businesspeople and know war is bad. 

Some of them may support the Philippines, some may 
be sympathetic to China, but most of them will keep quiet 
or keep neutral. They will not express their sympathy to the 
Philippines for fear of antagonizing China or, at the very least, 
the Chinese Embassy. 

They cannot side with China either because they are, after 
all, Filipino citizens. Many of them, however, do not agree 
with how the Philippine government uses the American card 
in dealing with the matter. They believe that the Duterte 
administration may be more open to diplomacy and going 
back to the negotiation table. 

The younger generation stands with the Philippines.They 
may not understand what underlies China’s claim, but they 
support the Philippine position. 

Academics like me support the validity of the Philippine 
claim but understand where China is coming from. China, 
however, needs to understand that although the United 
States is a crucial factor behind the Philippines, it is not the 
be-all and end-all rationale behind the defense of Philippine 
sovereignty. 

Sovereignty is non-negotiable, for both the Philippines and 
China. Clearly, there is no way to resolve the dispute except 
through diplomacy. 

Now that the Philippines has won its case, the more reason 
it has to return to the negotiating table and engage China 
calmly and rationally. Let the sovereignty issue be shelved in 
the meantime. The Philippines and China can work toward 
cooperation in many other areas. 


man sacrificed his life to save his father. He is a dutiful son, 
full of filial piety, don’t hurt him. Killing a man of filial 
piety is unlucky.” 

The other bandits were convinced and let go of Pan Zong 
and Pan Piao. 

The filial piety of Pan Zong made the bandits spare his 
and his father’s lives. Filial piety in Chinese is xiao (Q ), 
pronounced in Hokkien as hao. 

As this tale shows, it is more than respecting and 
following one’s parents, elders and ancestors. Pan Zong 
demonstrated it is also the willingness to sacrifice one’s 
life for them. 


Honor thy parents 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 

By Teresita Ang See 
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Jaime An Lim, Charlson Ong launch new books 


The Philippine Pen (Poets & Playwrights, 
Essayists, Novelists) recently launched the 
newest publication from Jaime An Lim, The 
Axolotl Colony: Stories , an anthology of stories 
published by the University of the Philip¬ 
pines Press. 

An Lim’s characters are faced with fear 
and dread for the future but hurtle along in 
a masterful control of pace and plot. 

Paralyzed by separation, Tomas, in the title 
story, is a study in quiet desperation. 

In “The Homing Mandarin,” An Lim 
chronicles the epic travails of a Chinese fam¬ 
ily in the Philippines with gentle humor and 
sad irony. An Lim sees the humanity in his 


characters’ fears at the same time as he admires 
and admonishes them. 

An Lim is co-founder of the Mindanao 
Writers Group and the Iligan National Writ¬ 
ers Workshop and has won many awards for 
his fiction. 

Meanwhile, Charlson Ong’s Of That Other 
Country We Now Speak also recently came off 
the press. 

A riveting cast of characters inhabit Ong’s 
latest collection of short fiction, struggling in 
a world fraying at the seams, morally adrift. 

Wounded and compromised, they none¬ 
theless struggle mightily and valiantly against 
the “dying of the light.” 



A troubled father seeks to heal his daughter 
by confronting private and ancestral ghosts; a 
former priest regains his vocation by rescuing a 
woman from a sex cult; an unrequited lover uses 


a dog as his murder weapon; a corrupt banker 
seeks redemption among the prayerful inside a 
booze bar as the “end of the world” approaches. 

Written over the last two decades, these 
stories are thematically and stylistically di¬ 
verse, ranging from the exuberant title story 
to the “minimalist” “The Vet.” 

We find here the gritty realism of crime fic¬ 
tion as well as the enchantment of myth, fiction 
sensual and sophisticated, rich and robust. 

These stories were previously published in 
the Philippine Free Press , Philippine Graphic , 
The Likhaan Anthology of Philippine Literature 
in English, The Likhaan Book of Poetry < 
Fiction , and Crime Scene Asia, vol. 1. 


Filipino students dominate 
ASEAN science competition 


The Philippine team of stu¬ 
dent scientists dominated the 5 th 
ASEAN Plus Three Junior Sci¬ 
ence Odyssey, garnering 15 
medals, earning the top 
2nd and 3rd ranks in the 
regional science competi¬ 
tion held in June at the 
University of the Philip- 
pines Los Banos. 

The teams from Philippine 
Science High School Cagayan 
Valley and PSHS Central Visayas 
competed in laboratory assessment 
skills in biology, chemistry 
and physics, as well as poster 
presentation and project pitching. 

The country’s delegation went 
against 25 other teams of 12-15- 
year-old students from the ASEAN 
region’s Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 




Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, 
Thailand, Vietnam, as well as from 
China, Chinese Taipei, Korea, 
Sweden and Japan. 

The APTJSO is an 
annual science competition 
among gifted students in 
the ASEAN region with 
the participation of Korea, 
China, and Sweden. 

The Department of Science and 
Technology-Science Education 
Institute in cooperation with 
U.P. Los Banos organized the 
Philippines’ hosting of the regional 
science tilt for the first time, with 
the theme “Climate Change and 
the Rainforest.” 

The nation’s young scientists 
have been dominating the APTJSO, 
winning the championship for four 
straight years since it began in 2012. 



Kang Zhimin (□□□), the vice mayor of Dezhou, Shandong Province, China (seated center), paid a 
courtesy visit to Bahay Tsinoy last July 13. He also consulted museum researchers regarding their plans 
to open up a Philippine Cultural Museum (□□□□□□□□) in Dezhou. The museum will highlight the 
visit of Sultan Paduka Batara to Emperor Yong Lo of the Ming Dynasty in 1417. 


PH students shine in Romania math tilt 

this year in Romania. 


The Philippine team won five 
medals in their first international 
mathematics competition abroad 


Composed of six students, the 
team grabbed one gold, one silver, 


and three bronze medals during the 
June 24 to 29 20th Junior Balkan 
Mathematical Olympiad held in 
Slatina, Romania, according to 
the Mathematics Trainers Guild- 
Philippines. 

Grade 9 student Andres Rico 
Gonzales III, from Colegio de San 
Juan de Letran, bagged the country’s 
gold medal in the contest and the 
highest scorer among the 10 guest 
countries. 

Ryan Mark Shao, Grade 10 
student of Xavier School, won a 
silver medal. 


Bronze medalists are Stefan Mar¬ 
cus Ong, Grade 9, St. Jude Catholic 
School; Dion Stephan Ong, Grade 
9, Ateneo de Manila Junior High 
School; and Steven Reyes, Grade 8, 
St. Jude Catholic School. 

The other Filipino contestant is 


William Joshua King of Bethany 
Christian School. 

Team leader and trainer Zheng 
Rong Wu accompanied the students 
to Romania. Wu represented the 
Philippines in several math contests 
when he was a student. 


PH tricycle uses strong fiber 
abaca as roofing material 
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Tryk ni Juan, the new transport 
vehicle innovation which has roof¬ 
ing made with abaca fibers, was 
launched by the Department of 
Science and Technology- 
Industrial Technology 
Development Institute in 
collaboration with the Ko¬ 
rean Institute of Materials 
Science-Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations. 

The DOST-ITDI 
developed 15 Tryk ni Juan 
prototypes using abaca 
fibers and resin. 

“The use of abaca- 
fiber-reinforced compo¬ 
site as roofing material 
improves fuel efficiency 


because it makes tricycles lighter,” 
said Blessie Basilla, chief of ITDI 
Materials Science Division. 

Basilla also cited the advantages 
of natural fiber composites - low 
production cost, resistance to cor¬ 
rosion, low density and biodegrad¬ 
ability. 

The tricycles are intended for 
actual road tests. Beneficiaries are 
the General Santos Street Lower/ 
Upper Bicutan Taguig Tricycle 
Operators-Drivers Association, 
Inc. 

The tricycle, one of the most 
popular forms of transport in 
the country, has spawned other 
innovations such as the trike-boat, 
the e-trikes, and the kotse-kel. 
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Hefei named 
Chinas most 
bookish city 

People in Hefei, capital of Chinas 
Anhui province, have been found to 
be the country’s most voracious 
readers, a recent survey conducted 
by Amazon China revealed. 

The survey showed Hefei re¬ 
placed Jinhua, Zhejiang province, 
at the top position of the annual 
ranking this year. Following Hefei 
in the ranking were Zhengzhou, 
Wenzhou and Kunming. 

The survey showed that The Sto¬ 
ried Life of Aj Fikery, The Umuorried 
Store and The So Slow So Beautiful 
were the three most popular books 
among readers. 

The most popular e-books were 
The Unworried Store , The Unlikely 
Pilgrimage of Harold Fry and The 
Complete Sherlock Holmes. 

The survey also spotted a rise in 
the popularity of books on tradi¬ 
tional Chinese culture, history and 
biographies of ancient prominent 
figures. 

Spanish univ sees 
uptick of Chinese 
students 

Complutense University, the 
second best university in Spain, 
has 22 percent of overseas students 
from China. 

As relations between Latin 
America and China improve, the 
ability to speak Spanish is a valuable 
skill in getting a good job. 

Another plus is studying in Spain 
is cheaper than studying at some 
prestigious Chinese universities. 

In 2007, China and Spain signed 
the “academic recognition of studies 
agreement,” which automatically 
recognizes any university degree from 
either country by both governments. 

Spain also recognizes Chinese 
university entrance exams. 

To help Chinese students adapt 
to a different culture, Complutense 
University set up programs like 
BUDDY, a cultural and language ex¬ 
change composed of Spanish student 
volunteers to help Chinese students. 

The program is mutually ben¬ 
eficial: it not only helps Chinese 
students, but enables Spanish stu¬ 
dents to learn about Chinese culture 
as well. 


Digitizing the Forbidden City, one emperor at a time 


If the Chinese emperor 
who ordered the Forbid¬ 
den City’s construction 
were still alive, he’d be 
rapping about his courtly 
antics and taking photos 
with an iPhone. 

This is how Chinese 
Internet firm Tencent 
imagines the digital life 
ofZhuDi([] Q ),aMing 
Dynasty emperor. 

During Zhu Di’s reign, 
the empire’s capital moved 
from Nanjing to Beijing. 

A video of Zhu Di 
dancing, rapping and texting emoti¬ 
cons to his concubines via Tencent 
messaging services WeChat and 
QQ went viral on July 6, when the 
tech giant announced a partnership 
with the Palace Museum, the official 
name of Beijing’s Forbidden City. 

Tencent will work with the Bei¬ 
jing landmark to digitize its rich 
historical and cultural legacy, which 
spans nearly 600 years. 

As the name Forbidden City 
suggests, many details of daily life 
behind the red walls at the heart of 
Beijing have been lost to history. 

To raise interest in its past, the 
museum, which draws 15 million 
visitors each year, started telling sto¬ 
ries about the palace complex and 



Zhu Di in the video. [Photo/Xinhua] 

its former residents on social media. 

It also began selling souvenirs 
online, inspired by the museum’s art 
collection and the people who lived 
and worked within the walls during 
China’s imperial days. 

The Palace Museum’s latest out¬ 
reach campaign has mostly been an 
online affair, using popular social 
networks such as Sina Microblog 
and WeChat to reach the coun¬ 
try’s educated younger generation, 
whose growing pride in the coun¬ 
try’s cultural heritage has helped 
shape consumption patterns. 

The potential to profit from the 
Forbidden City’s dazzling cultural 
wealth has made companies like 
Alibaba and Tencent eager to help 


Dinosaur relics named after 
science fiction writer Liu Cixin 


The discovery of a 
special bird-footed dino¬ 
saur footprint in Gulin 
county, southwest Chi¬ 
na’s Sichuan province, 
has led the research team 
to name it after Chinese 
science-fiction writer 
Liu Cixin, to honor his 
contribution to raising 
public interest in science. 

Liu Cixin, a Hugo Award winner, 
was thrilled to hear the news, as he 
has great interest in paleontology. 

The research team consisted of 
China University of Geosciences, 
University of Colorado, Natural 
History Museum of Basel and 
some other museums that feature 
dinosaur exhibitions. 

Xing Lida, a young scholar lead¬ 
ing the paleobiospecies study in 
China University of Geosciences, 



The Liu Cixin Caririchnium. 

said the foot print reliquiae is very 
special, and looks like the footprints 
of a small cat or dog. 

“They are about 30 centimeters 
long, consisting of three toes and 
a chubby sole. The footprints are 
very similar to those of the Caririch¬ 
nium, but also differ from it as they 
are anatosaurus. So we decided to 
name it as a new species.” 

The Caririchnium was first dis¬ 
covered in Brazil, named after the 
basin of the same name. 


with digital outreach. 

In addition to its 
Tencent partnership, 
the Palace Museum 
also struck a deal with 
Alibaba in June to sell 
tickets, souvenirs and 
books on the com¬ 
pany’s Tmall online 
marketplace. 

As of the end of last 
year, the Palace Museum 
had brought in RMB1 
billion in revenue from 
selling Forbidden City- 
related products. 

It has also developed a string 
of interactive apps to help people 
appreciate the museum’s art collec¬ 
tions. The apps have been praised 
for their design and ability to make 
art accessible to the general public. 

Nine Chinese in 
world's 100 most 
powerful women list 

Chinese women made a strong 
showing on the latest annual list 
of The World’s 100 Most Powerful 
Women, recently released by 
American business magazine Forbes. 

The 2016 list features 100 women 
from 29 countries. 

The world’s most powerful 
females, selected from across the fields 
of politics, business, technology, 
nongovernmental organizations 
and philanthropy, included 32 chief 
executive officers, 12 world leaders 
and 11 billionaires. 

2016 is a record year for China, 
which was represented by nine 
women for the first time, including 
Lucy Peng, China’s highest-ranking 
woman in the 35th position and is a 
senior executive of e-commerce giant 
Alibaba; World Health Organization 
director-general Margaret Chan, 
ranked 38th; Peng Liyuan, China’s 
first lady, 58th; Wang Fengying, 
CEO of Great Wall Motor Co., 69th. 

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel is ranked first for the sixth 
consecutive year and 11 times 
in total. American presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton comes 
second. 

Meanwhile, Yahoo chief executive 
officer Marissa Mayer is the youngest 
woman in the list while the oldest is 
90-year-old Queen Elizabeth II. 


Giant Wild Goose 
Pagoda in Xi'an 
gets face-lift 


i 



The 1,300-year-old Giant Wild 
Goose Pagoda is being renovated 
to enhance the pagoda’s eaves 
and strengthen its weathering 
resistance. 

Located in southern Xi’an, capi¬ 
tal of Shaanxi province, the pagoda 
was first built in 652 during the 
Tang Dynasty (618-907). 

The pagoda contained sutras 
and figurines of the Buddha be¬ 
lieved to have been brought to 
China from India by Buddhist 
translator and traveler Xuanzang. 

The pagoda will remain open 
to the public and its renovation is 
expected to be completed by the 
end of September 2016. 



Traditional clay sculptures. 

Song Qingchun, a Mud 
Cuckoo craftsman, works at 
his workshop in Yangqitun 
Village in Xunxian County, 
central China’s Henan 
province. The clay sculptures, 
also known as Mud Cuckoos, 
is a tradition in Xunxian 
County, the ancient town that 
has been producing them 
since the late Sui Dynasty 
(581-618). _ 
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By Anson Yu 

aving an old house or a building is not easy. Nevertheless, it is a 
worthwhile endeavor as many of them are reminders of our country’s history 
and culture. Many are in dire need of repairs or face demolition if this is not 
done. The sad reality is that the individuals or families who own these buildings 
do not have the money or the resources to rehabilitate them. 


One of the 
young staff 
who works at 
The Henry. 


One possible solution: adaptive reuse. That is, convert these structures from their original 
home design into hotels or offices. One such recent success story is The Henry hotel in Pasay City. 

The story begins in a residential compound that was built in 1948 by a Chinese-Filipino 
businessman as a family home. But after the patriarch died, the family members left the home 
as well and moved elsewhere. 

In 2000, the compound became a magnet for artists such as furniture designer Eric Paras, 
fashion designer Jojie Loren and art gallery owner Albert Avellana. They set up offices and 
showrooms within the compound. 

It was then that one of the clan’s descendants, Fred Chung, saw the potential of his family’s 
old home. He approached businessman Hanky Lee to float the idea of adaptive reuse. Lee had 
already made a name for himself with his first The Henry in Cebu. Breaking into Metro Manila 
was his next venture. 

The compound consisted of two large concrete palatial houses surrounded by 21 smaller 
wood and concrete villas. The architect of the houses is unknown, but the lush garden inside 
the compound was attributed to National Artist Idelfonso Santos for its landscape architecture. 

With the clan’s permission, Lee decided to reuse four of the villas, including one of the concrete 
houses which was the former owner’s residence. 

Lee’s architectural team immediately began assessing the houses as to how they could be 
converted into a hotel. They had decided from the start that the structures would be maintained 
as is, and the hotel would be a small one with just 34 guest rooms and suites. 
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found below the windows of houses built in the 19th century. They can 
slide open to allow the entry of more air and light. So, the team removed the 
space beneath the windows and replaced them with glass to let in more light. 

As the four villas were separate from each other, the architectural team 
had to find a very creative way to link them together: they used a decorative 
metal wall on one side of the pathways between the houses. They gained 
inspiration for the wall design from the gates of La Scala cinema in Rizal 
Avenue, Manila. The team also used the same design for the entry gate 
to the villas, with a 21st century touch: it can only be opened with the 
guest’s electronic key card. 

While the guestrooms are equipped with ample electrical outlets, Wi-Fi 
and flat screen televisions, there are enough elements of design that bring 
echoes of the past. Instead of closets and upholstered chairs are refurbished 
aparadors and wooden ambassador chairs. 

Since it opened in 2014, the hotel has drawn rave reviews from hotel 
guests not only for its facility but also for its service. It also garnered 
attention from both local and foreign media and was hailed as an example 
of how adaptive reuse can work. It comes highly recommended on the 
travel website TripAdvisor. 

For Chung, The Henry’s success is a sign of the country’s maturing 
economy. In a high-end lifestyle magazine Monocle interview, he says, 
“Historic preservation is a luxury of excess resources. As the Philippines 
matures and becomes more affluent, a larger portion of our society can 
afford to think about these things.” O 

The Henry Hotel is located at 2680 F.B. Harrison St. Pasay City For 
inquiries , please call 807-8888. 


One of the 
guestrooms at 
The Henry (left). 
The main house 
as seen from 
the pool area 
(below). 


The design team were inspired by 
the gates of the La Scala Cinema on 
Rizal Avenue. 


The gates that lead to the villas. 


Spaces also needed to be allocated for the restaurant and its kitchen as well as 
a swimming pool and parking lot. So, it had to do away with other popular hotel 
facilities such as a business center and a gym. 

While The Henry in Cebu is known for its artsy and quirky interiors, Lee wanted 
to maintain as much of the old world interior for The Henry in Manila. Among the 
details the architectural team strived to preserve were the wooden floors and stairs. 

But some changes had to be made in order to bring the rooms up-to-date. 
An example is the interior of the in-house restaurant, Apartment IB, which was 
originally much dimmer. 

To bring in more light without adding more lamps, the architectural team was 
inspired by a local home design feature known the ventanilla. These are the portals 
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By Aaron Ernest T. Ang 


TT TT amilton, Wicked, Les Miserables, Phantom of the 
I I Opera,” “Sound of Music,” “All I ask of You,” “Do Re 
JL JLmI,” “I Dreamed a Dream,” “Defying Gravity,” “My 
Shot...” 

If any of the above titles are familiar to you, it may be because you 
have watched musical theater show online. Or perhaps you have 
listened to the songs on the Internet. 

What about live performances? Probably not so much. A lot of theater 
geeks or thespians had to go abroad to watch their favorite musicals 
or plays. Those who don’t have the means had to find ways to watch 
them online or on illegal bootleg copies. 




MvS S 

Saigon 


It used to be that not many international 
theater companies considered touring in our 
country. Fast forward to the present. Chances 
are, you’ve seen “Phantom of the Opera” 
and “Wicked” at CCP in 2012 and 2014, or 
this year’s production of “Les Miserables” at 
Solaire, or “The King and I” at the Resorts 
World. 

But now, international musical theater 
has become a mainstay in the Philippines. 
But let’s take a look at theater in the past in 
the Philippines. 

Around 1950, the Manila Grand Opera 
House opened. Its first theater productions 
were called balagtasan and bodebil (vaudeville). 


The Cultural Center of the Philippines was 
established through Executive Order No. 30 
in 1966 by President Ferdinand Marcos to 
promote arts and culture. The center opened 
in September 1969. 

Many theater companies were founded 
in the following years. In 1967, Philippine 
Education Theater Association, founded 
by Cecile-Guidote Alvarez, started staging 
Filipino plays at Dulaang Rajah Sulayman, 
in the ruins of Fort Santiago in Intramuros, 
Manila. 

In 1967, six Filipino actors - Zeneida 
Amador, Baby Barredo, Leo Martinez, 
Tony and Monina Mercado and Buddy 


Paez - founded Repertory Philippines, to 
perform foreign plays in English. Repertory 
even bought licenses to perform well-known 
broadway musicals such as “Sound of Music. ” 

Behn Cervantes founded UP Repertory 
Company which was reestablished in 1973. 

Two theater groups were born in 1976 
- Tony Mabesa’s Dulaang Unibersidad ng 
Pilipinas better known now as Dulaang UP 
and Rolando Tinio’s Teatro Pilipino, resident 
theater company at the CCP until 1986. 

Due to lack of Filipino plays, Tony Espejo 
in 1977 founded Bulwagang Gantimpala at 
the CCP. It later moved out of CCP and was 
renamed to Gantimpala Theater Foundation 
and now is housed at the AFP Theater. 

In 1987, Nonon Padilla founded 
Tanghalang Pilipino to replace Teatro Pilipino 
and Bulwagang Gantimpala as the resident 
theater company of the CCP. 

In 1993, Repertory Philippines’ all-Filipino 
cast performed “Les Miserables.” The show 
was a success and ran for two months. 

After that, our country received inter¬ 
national acclaim when two Filipinas, Lea 
Salonga and Monique Wilson, were cast as 
Kim in “Miss Saigon,” with 11 other Filipinos 
in supporting roles. 

Salonga then played Eponine and Fantine 
in a West End production of “Les Miserables,” 
becoming the first singer/actor of Asian 
descent to play a role intended for a European. 
She went on to win Olivier and Tony awards. 

Salonga isn’t the only Pinay with a booming 
musical theater career. Rachelle Ann Go rose 
to fame after her award-winning performance 
as Gigi in the West End’s 2014 run of “Miss 
Saigon.” Before she got her big break, she 
played Ariel in a local production of “The 
Little Mermaid” at Meralco Theater. If you 
watched “Les Miserables Manila,” you may 


already know Go because she played Fantine. 

Other notable Filipino theater actors in 
the international scene include Leo Valdez, 
Junix Inocian, Cocoy Laurel, Jonjon Briones, 
Joanna Ampil, Isay Alvarez, Robert Sena, to 
name a few. 

Aside from foreign musicals and plays, the 
Philippines also has its fair share of original 
shows - from classics like “Florante at Laura,” 
“Noli Me Tangere,” “El Filibusterismo” to 
contemporary ones like “Magsimula Ka,” 
“Katy,” “Rak of Aegis.” 

Other theater companies that followed were 
Audie Gemora’s Trumpets, Bart Guingona’s 
Actor’s Actors, Inc., Monique Wilson’s New 
Voice Company, Bobby Garcia’s Atlantis 
Productions. 

All these encouraged schools in the 
Philippines to put on its own productions 
of famous plays and musicals. Students 
benefit from the experience of rehearsing and 
performing in a production. 

Theater develops character, talent, 
teamwork, and unity in students. While 
most schools perform at nearby auditoriums 
and theaters, some get bigger and more 
professional venues such as CCP, Meralco 
Theater, Resorts World and Solaire theaters. 

The Philippines now enjoys a robust 
theater and performing arts scene, gaining a 
status as one of the main centers of the arts in 
Asia. Though the Philippines has a long way 
to go, the energy and dedication, creativity 
and talent of our artists bode well for an even 
more exciting arts scene. 

There will be more opportunities. In the 
words of the multi-awarded Lea Salonga: 
“There are a lot of actors who wish there was 
a next play, a next musical. As an actor, I guess 
that’s all I can wish for - the next role, the 
next opportunity.” ^ 
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By Meah Ang See 

M y little shobe , who is daring 
and gungho about pretty 
much everything, had a 
major drama breakdown late 
last school year. I had to put her head on my 
chest so she would not see me smiling at her 
hacking sobs and giant tears. 

The problem - typical 6-year-old issues of 
her BFF (best friend forever) telling her “if you 
play with C, you’re not my friend anymore.” 

She then proceeded to tell me about how 
BFF also threatened other classmates, won’t 
allow shobe to share her snacks with other 
classmates... Basically, BFF wants my little 
Z all to herself. 

BFF is an adorable and precocious child. 
She just happens to have a mean streak hidden 
from adults. Is BFF a bully? 

Not (yet). I don’t think the child is a full¬ 
blown bully (yet), but without intervention 
she could be. 

What causes bullying anyway? Psychologists 
and researchers have narrowed down the 
causes of general misbehavior, including 
bullying, into four - power, attention, revenge, 
self-confidence. 

Make him/her stop 

When you get down to the meat of the 
issue, the bullying behaviors are the results of 
those causes. Thus, when parents and teachers 
address only the outside symptoms without 
looking deeper into the issues, the bully’s 
behavior does not change. 

The first step is acknowledgment. I doubt 
if any parent out there wants their children 
to be bullies. (Of course, there will always be 
parents, and subsequently their children, who 
believe that strong-arming others is the way 
to go. Honestly, they need anger management 
therapy - lots of it.) 

We need to step back and look at our 
children objectively. Ask yourself, “How does 
my child treat other children?” 

If you get a note from school about your 
child having problems interacting with other 
kids, listen to the teachers. It does not help 
anyone for parents to be defensive. 

Some trouble-making kids are well-behaved 
at home; a mini Jekyll and Hyde, if you will. 
Do not think that the note from school is a 
judgment about your parenting capabilities. 
Parenting is difficult, and there is no shame 
in asking for help. 

Do realize that teachers are the ones who 
see how your child behaves with others. They 
also want the best for your child so both the 
home and school need to work together for 
the child’s benefit. 

The best method in handling the situation 
is to help the child realize that bullying is 
wrong. Think back to your own childhood 
and teenage years. Do you remember all those 
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\l\he n your 
child isthe 


school bully 


times when teachers and 
parents give you the 
grand sermon, and 
inside your head, 
you’re thinking of 
all the dramatic 
retorts you can’t 
really say out loud. 

Chances are, that may 
be what is going on in 
children’s heads as well. 

Rather than a sermon, 
ask your child questions; 
talk to her until she realizes 
disrespect is unacceptable 
any time anywhere. 

When Achi got into trouble for 
fighting with classmates, we had quite a 
loooooong conversation that went round 
and round. Achi did not feel that it 
was wrong for her to scream and kick 
her classmate: it was the classmate who 
started the fight by not letting her join 
the game. The issue was power; Achi 
was powerless to make her classmates 
allow her to play with them. 

My questions revolved around 1) what 
did classmate feel when he got screamed at 
and kicked at, 2) what did Achi feel when she 
couldn’t join the game, 3) who among them 
was wrong. 

At the end of our talk, the realization is that 
both of them were wrong, and that screaming 
and kicking were 
not solutions. 

In the end, 

Achi realized 
that screaming 
and kicking 
did not get her 
into the game 
and even made 
classmates more 
wary of her. 

Our next 
step was to 
figure out 
alternative 
actions that 


Achi could take the 
next time she wants 
to join a game. 

Head off 
bullying 
before it 
happens 

Let’s be honest about 
it. Our personal behavior as 
parents is the role model our 
children copy. Sometimes, some 
parents talk tough, and kids 
translate that into acting tough 
in school. 

“Talking tough” can come 
in many forms. It could be as 
simple as screaming at “stupid 
pedestrians! Ayan lang ang overpass! 
Tanga ).” or blowing your top at 
the helpers who did not get 
that stain off your favorite 
shirt. 

Children may see this as 
the way to hold power over 
others. As a parent, your 
actions do look strong and 
powerful. Think deeply. Is this 
really the message we want to give to our 
children? 

In other cases, kids bully because they 
simply don’t know that it’s unacceptable to 
pick on kids who are different from them. I 
believe these are also cues they pick up from 


parents. When we are intolerant of others, 
that is the message that our children get. 

On the flipside, bullying could also be 
attention-seeking behavior. A friend of mine 
once shared a dilemma when her daughter 
said, “I love yay a more, mommy.” She had to 
take a long hard look at herself - that week, 
she spent around eight waking hours with 
her daughter, an hour or so in the morning 
before she headed off to work and none at 
night. Were her deadlines more important 
than spending time with her daughter? 

All parents grapple with this. How do we 
juggle work with our time with the kids? 
When we don’t spend enough time with 
them, they could turn their efforts to getting 
attention. Unfortunately, sometimes they 
resort to any kind of attention, even negative 
ones like teachers getting angry at them for 
bullying others. 

Also observe your child’s level of self- 
confidence. Sometimes, when they don’t 
feel confident or comfortable in their own 
skin, they will attempt to divert attention 
away from their insecurities by being mean 
to others. This way, adults notice the mean 
behavior but disregard the overwhelming fear 
of failure the child feels. 

Once we understand the causes of bullying 
behavior, then we can begin to help our 
children address these causes and not just 
deal with the symptoms we see. 

(Illustration from Mayim Hilomen, 8 years old.) 
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Monk Lu Zhi Shen saves Lin Chong from being killed by one of his guards. 


uddenly, the two guards got up, and Lin Chong asked, “What are 
you going to do?” 

Xue Ba answered, “We want to take a nap but we are afraid that 
you will escape, so we want to tie you to the tree.” 

Lin Chong said, “Since you have the right, I can say nothing against 
you.” Then Xue Ba untied a rope from his waist and tied Lin Chong tightly 
to the tree. 

Xue Ba and Dong Chao then picked up their cudgels and said, “It is not 
our wish to kill you, but a couple of days ago, official Lu Qian came to us 
with an order from Marshal Gao Qiu to kill you at this place. They are now 
waiting for the tattooed character on your face as proof of your death. Don’t 
blame us. We must obey orders.” 

In tears, Lin Chong begged, “Brothers, I have never hurt you or deceived 
you. If you save my life, I will surely repay your kindness in the future.” 

Dong Chao said, “It is meaningless to say so now. We cannot save you.” 
Xue Ba raised his big cudgel over Lin Chongs head. 

Just at the moment, a thunder-like roar came from behind the big tree, 
and a tall, strong monk jumped out and knocked the cudgel out of Xue 
Bas hands with a staff. 

The monk roared, “I have been listening to you for a long time in the 
forest,” and then he brandished his staff at the two guards. 

Lin Chong opened his eyes and saw it was his friend Lu Zhi Shen. He 
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implored, “Don’t kill them, dear brother. Listen 
to me first, please.” 

The two guards were trembling. Lin Chong 
said to Lu Zhi Shen, “It was not their wish to 
kill me. It was Marshal Gao Qiu who ordered 
them to. How could they disobey the order?” 

Lu Zhi Shen pulled out his knife and untied 
Lin Chong and helped him to stand up: “My 
dear brother, since you were arrested, I have 
been trying my best to save you. I was told that 
you were exiled to Cangzhou, and then I went 
to Kaifeng to look for you. When I saw the two 
guards go into the tavern, I thought it was very 
suspicious. I was afraid they would kill you on 
your way to Cangzhou; that is why I have been 
following you secretly all the way to this place.” 

Lin Chong begged Lu Zhi Shen, “Now 
that you have saved my life, please don’t kill 
the two guards.” 

Lu Zhi Shen said to the guards, “I will spare 
your lives today. Now you two, hold up my 
brother and follow me.” Then Lu Zhi Shen, 
holding his staff, went ahead. The two guards 
didn’t dare say anything but held up Lin Chong 
and followed Lu Zhi Shen out of the forest. 

After about two kilometers, they saw a small 
tavern. They entered and ordered some drinks 
and food. 

The guards asked Lu Zhi Shen anxiously, 
“Dear master, where is your resident temple?” 

Lu Zhi Shen replied with a smile, “Why are 
you so interested in my residence? Are you going 
to tell Marshal Gao Qiu? Others are afraid of 
him and his power but I am not. If I meet him, 
I will chop him up like a piece of meat.” 

They left the village, and Lin Chong asked 
Lu Zhi Shen, “My dear brother, where are you 
going?” 

Lu Zhi Shen said, “I cannot rest until I see 
that you are safe, so I will escort you all the way 
to Cangzhou.” 

The two guards were frightened to hear this 
but they didn’t dare argue with the monk. 

They soon found a cart in which to carry Lin 
Chong, and the guards followed on foot. Lu Zhi 
Shen bought meat and wine for Lin Chong at 
every meal, and the guards ate with them. 

Lu Zhi Shen made them rest early in the 
evening and set off late every morning. The 
two guards had to work as cooks and servants 
at each stop. 

One night Dong Chao said to Xue Ba, “We 


are completely under the monk’s control now. 
If Marshal Gao Qiu finds out, he will surely 
punish us.” 

Xue Ba said, “I have heard that in the 
vegetable garden beside the Great Temple, 
there is a new monk called Lu Zhi Shen. This 
monk must be Lu Zhi Shen. When I get back, 
I will tell Marshal Gao Qiu to find the monk 
himself.” 

A fter about 18 days, they were approaching 
Cangzhou. Lu Zhi Shen said to Lin 
Chong, “My dear brother, it is not far to 
Cangzhou from here and there are shops and 
homes all the way from here on. There is no 
isolated place like the forest; therefore, I will 
say goodbye to you now and hope to see you 
again in the future.” 

Lin Chong said, “My dear brother, when you 
get back, please tell my father-in-law how you 
saved me and escorted me to Cangzhou. I will 
surely repay your great kindness if I survive.” 

Lu Zhi Shen gave twenty ounces of silver to 
Lin Chong and another three ounces to the two 
guards. He pointed to a pine tree and said, “Are 
your heads harder that the tree?” 

The guards answered, “No, of course not. 
Our heads are made of skin and bone.” 

Lu Zhi Shen struck the tree with his staff. 
The blow split open the trunk, and the tree fell 
to the ground. Lu Zhi Shen told the guards, 
“If either of you thinks of doing an evil act, 
remember your heads will end up like this tree.” 
Then he departed carrying his staff. 

The guards were amazed, “What a strong 
monk he is! With one blow he cut down a tree.” 

Lin Chong said, “This is not the best 
example of his power. Once in the temple, he 
pulled out a willow tree by the roots with his 
bare hands.” 

It was clear to the guards that they must take 
Lu Zhi Shen’s words seriously. The three set 
off and at noon they saw a tavern and walked 
into it. 

Seeing Lin Chong’s tattoo, the innkeeper 
said, “There’s a very wealthy landlord in this 
village. His name is Cai Chin and he is eager 
to help the unjustly accused. He often tells us, 
‘Whenever you meet exiled criminals, please 
tell them to come to my village and I will help 
them.’ Why don’t you pay a visit to him?” 

Lin Chong then told the two guards, “When 
I was in the capital city, I often heard 
soldiers mentioning Great Lord Cai 
Chin. Why don’t we visit him now?” 

Dong Chao and Xue Ba thought, 

“There will be no harm in making 
such a visit.” Then they asked the 
way and left the tavern with Lin 
Chong. 

Soon a group of men on horseback 
came up to Lin Chong and the two 
guards. When the official in the 
middle of the group saw Lin Chong, 
he asked, “Who are you?” 



Lord Cai Chin meets and pays Lin Chong his respect. 


off, Cai Chin hosted a farewell 
feast for them. Cai Chin asked 
Lin Chong to take two letters 
with him, saying, “The judge 
in Cangzhou is my friend. 
The prison warden and guards 
all know me also. If you take 
my letters to them, they will 
take good care of you, and 
they won’t make any trouble 
for you.” 

A fter breakfast the next 
morning, Cai Chin took 
out a 2 5-ounce silver piece for 
Lin Chong and some silver 
coins for the two guards. Then 
Cai Chin saw them off at the 
village entrance and told Lin 
Chong, “In a couple of days, I 
will ask someone to send you 
some warm clothes for the 


Lin Chong answered. “I am the martial arts 
instructor for the troops in the capital. My name 
is Lin Chong. Because I displeased Marshal Gao 
Qiu, I have been exiled here to Cangzhou. I 
have heard that Great Lord Cai Chin lives here, 
and I have come to pay a visit to him.” 

The official got down from his horse and 
greeted Lin Chong. “I am Cai Chin. I am sorry 
not to have met you before this.” 

Cai Chin took Lin Chong’s hand and led 
him into the village. Cai Chin said, “I heard 
your name a long time ago. Fancy meeting you 
here. This meeting satisfies my wish to meet 
with you and to show my respect to you.” 

Lin Chong said, “Your name, Great Lord 
Cai Chin, is famous everywhere and highly 
respected. It is very good luck for me to meet 
you today.” 

Cai Chin asked his servants and chefs to 
prepare a feast. Soon, everything was ready on 
the table. Then Cai Chin took the host seat and 
Lin Chong took the guest seat. 

The two guards sat down on the seats closest 
to Lin Chong. They all drank and talked 
congenially. 

Lin Chong stayed with Cai Chin in the 
village for several days and was entertained by 
Cai Chin every day. 

When the guards urged Lin Chong to set 


winter. 

Lin Chong thanked Cai Chin and said, 
“What can I ever do to thank you for your 
great kindness, my Great Lord?” 

By noon, they had arrived in Cangzhou. 
Dong Chao and Xue Ba delivered Lin Chong 
to the prison and then left to return to the 
capital. 

Lin Chong sat in a prison chamber waiting 
to be called. Soon, a prison guard came asked, 
“Who is the new prisoner?” Lin Chong replied, 
1 am. 

When Lin Chong did not offer a bribe, the 
guard began to curse him. Lin Chong took 
out five ounces of silver and said to the guard 
with a smile, “My dear brother, here is a small 
token for you.” 

The guard looked at Lin Chong and said, 
“Master Lin, I have already heard your name. 
You are a decent man. Marshal Gao Qiu must 
have made you suffer a lot. Although you are 
now in a difficult situation, I am sure someday 
you will return to your post.” O 

To be continued 


Source: A Pictorial Series of The Ten Greatest 
Chinese Literature Classics (□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□), vol. 3. Hilit Publishing Co. 

Ltd. (□□□□□□□□□□□□ ), 1990. 
Illustrations by Hua Sanchuan (□ □ □ ) and 
Jiang Jianzhong (□□□). 



When wordsfail, use idioms... 


Hokkien style (24) By Eleanor Tan 


□ □ □ 

tsui huang kiu 

blow a ball 

blabber 

□ □ □ 

kao ben p'e 

thickface 

not ashamed of doing wrong things 

□ □ □ 

am kong tsiao 

night bird 

someone who sleeps late at night 

□ □ □ □ 

kin k'a tsiap tsiu 

quickfootand hand 

quick in doing things 

□ □ □ □ 

ling ling long long 

making too much sound 

making too much noise 
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With no proper sanitation, living conditions were at its 
worst. The impoverished residents were plagued with malaria, 
cholera and other epidemics. 

Matera at that time was synonymous to poverty. Most of 
the population worked as slaves in exchange for land and 
daily food rations but did not have the ability to save. The 
deplorable state was considered a national scandal. 

In the 1950s, the Italian government passed a law to 
relocate the residents from the Sassi to the modern town 
of Matera, constructed on the plateau above the slope. But 
without much savings, the residents had difficulty moving 
out. Those who did had a hard time adjusting to the new 
houses designed by avant-garde architects. The new residents 
were in a dismal state. 

In the next few years, the remaining residents were forced 
out, leaving Sassi an empty shell. Buildings were erected in 
the modern town to wall up the ancient town, as if erasing 
such memories. 

Deeply ashamed of their past, many old people from 
Matera to this date refuse to talk about it, let alone revisit the 
place. It was not until the 1980s when the ancient town was 
reopened for development that some former residents started 
to move back. 

In 1993, UNESCO made Matera a World Heritage Site 
and people started to take interest again in this ghost town. 
It was cited for being “the most outstanding, intact example 
of a troglodyte settlement in Mediterranean region, perfectly 
adapted to its terrain and ecosystem.” 

To prepare Matera for welcoming back inhabitants and 
curious tourists, electricity, plumbing, ventilation and heating 
systems were installed under the alleys and these were restored 
back to its original look. The old cave-houses were converted 
and renovated to comfortable dwellings, while abandoned 
ones were transformed into hotels, B&Bs, restaurants, cafes 
and galleries. 

The Sassi of Matera is now divided into Sasso Calveoso - 
where our hotel is located - and Sasso Barisano. 

Water harvesting 

Because of Materas terrain, getting water was a challenge. 
The ancient residents collected rainwater that ran through 


MATERA, from p. 16 


The next day started with a morning walk along a maze 
of winding alleys, each so similar to the other one can easily 
get lost. I soon realized that abandoned stone buildings 
surrounded our hotel, some with overgrown vines. I ended 
the walk abruptly as the 2°C wind was biting into my double¬ 
layered clothing. 

After breakfast in the cave-cafe section of the hotel, 
we headed off to meet our guide, Antonio Manicone, a 
professional guide born in Matera who gives tours not only 
in Matera but in the Basilicata region. 

He started the tour by bringing us to a higher area in 
Materas modern town, the only place from where you can 
see the ancient Sassi. The quiet, ancient town is known for its 
Sassi di Matera (stones of Matera), according to Manicone. 
Dug into a stone cliff and carved out of volcanic tufa rocks, the 
houses are built one on top of the other, with some rooftops 
serving as narrow alleys and stairway streets. 

Passing through these alleys, we noticed many unoccupied 
houses. Manicone pointed out that these ancient cave- 
dwellings were shared by humans and their cows, sheep and 
pigs - all together in one chamber. 

The traditional house is a cavern, with 
a kitchen situated immediately beside the 
entrance. This way, the chimney does not 
protrude through the middle of the alley 
above. The middle section is the living 
quarters, while an ante-chamber at the 
back is for the livestock. 

These houses are perfect examples of , t 
negative architecture where materials are 
carved away to create space, in contrast to . 
positive architecture where materials like 
hollow blocks, steel, cement are added to 
build a house. 

Once dubbed as the “Shame of Italy,” 

hundreds of families, roughly 16,000 

people, mostly peasants and farmers, 

crowded in these cave-dwellings without 

electricity or running water. ~ , , ,. . , 
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seepage for filtering before 
flowing into bell-shaped cisterns 
( palombaro ). 

Since houses were on top of each 
other, three or four families would 
share a cistern located at the lowest 
house level. 

To have a better idea of how this 
works, Manicone brought us to La 
Raccolta delle Acque, the water 
harvesting museum. 

Here, we got to see a typical 
house, domestic and communal 
cisterns, and canals around the 
houses that led rainwater to other 
parts of town to avoid flooding in 
case of overflowing rainwater. 

Aside from domestic cisterns, 
there were bigger palombari for the 
community’s use. The pillars of these palombari were carved 
from rocks with a vault height of more than 15 meters. It 
looked like an underground cathedral and is navigable by 
boat. Eels are put into these palombari to prevent water from 
stagnating. 

The largest cistern, Palombaro Lungo, is found under 
Piazza Vittorio Veneto, but unfortunately it was not along 
our tour path. 

These cisterns were eventually turned into houses, while 
domestic cisterns with its cold interior were used to store food, 
especially during winter time. 

Quite an ingenious technology during those times. 

Cemetery and churches 

The next important stop was on a cliff top overlooking 
the Gravina. This plateau is right above the former monastic 
complex and served as the local cemetery known as Cimitero 
Barbarico. 

“This is the place where the dead are on top of the living,” 
Manicone joked. 

The tombs, carved out of rocks, seem too small for normal 
humans. The tombs have small notches on the top edge to fit 
tombstones, although the tombstones are no longer around. 


Manicone tells the story of Matera at an open area overlooking the ancient town. 

Manicone shared that his grandmother, together 
with other town ladies, strung up clothesline here to 
dry clothes faster. 

There are about 155 churches around Matera, with 
others inside caves across the ravine. In the olden times, 
when shepherds got stranded by nightfall on the other 
side of the cliff, these cave-churches offered a place to sleep 
to survive the night. 

Bigger cave-churches referred to by locals as Chiese Rupestri 
(Rupestrian Churches) were mostly excavated by the Basilian 
monks fleeing persecution during the Byzantine Empire, the 
eastern half of the Roman Empire. 

We visited the Santa Lucia Alle Malve, the first female 
monastic settlement of the Benedictine order. Originally 
dedicated to Sant’Agata (Saint Agatha) between 1217 and 
1267, then to Santa Lucia and Sant’Agata, the convent finally 
became known simply as Santa Lucia. 

The church has a nave and two aisles, with an apse separated 
by pillars. The left-hand aisle and nave were part of the original 
church, while the right-hand aisle was incorporated with the 
church in 1310. 

Fragments of a fresco can still be seen on the wall, “depicting 


Canals and cisterns inside La Raccolta delle Acque Water Harvesting Museum (below). 


Interior of Santa Lucia Alle Malve Rupestrian Church. 

a holy monk, a probable Santa Lucia in 1537, the right side 
of the head of Sant’Agata and a left arm in Gothic style.” 

On the first pillar on the left was a painting of Madonna 
and Child. The church was later converted into a residence. 
This is evident by the kitchen on the left side of the entrance 
door. 

Back to Caveoso 

The two-hour walk brought us back to Sasso Caveoso 
where the San Pietro Caveoso church built in 1218 stands 
grandly. This was the church I saw the night we arrived and 
is within walking distance from our hotel. 

Manicone ended his tour with showbiz gossip: the movie 
“Ben-Hur “was filmed last year in Matera, and the previous day 
he bumped into the film crew of the new “Wonder Woman.” 

Matera was an unexpected, rare find on this trip. Iso¬ 
lated and long forgotten, people are now rediscovering this 

interesting, picturesque 
little town. Visitors are 
still lean compared to 
the other well-known 
Italian cities, but great 
things are in store for 
Matera. 

No longer the disgrace 
of Italy, Matera on Oct. 
17, 2014 was declared 
the Italian host of the Eu¬ 
ropean Capital Culture 
for 2019, together with 
Bulgaria’s Plovdiv. 

Tourism has changed 
the fate of Matera, a place 
where once no one want¬ 
ed to return. Although 
the modern town of Ma¬ 
tera has high-end shops 
and upscale cafes, it is this 
timelessness and mystery 
that became the highlight 
of our trip. O 




















The Romanesque-baroque 
fagade of San Pietro Caveoso 
Church, built in 1218. 


By Ang Chak Chi 


S ituated at the instep of the Italian boot, Matera lies on one side 
of a valley’s slope, descending to a deep rocky river ravine known 
locally as La Gravina. 

This southern Italian city was founded by the Romans in the 
third century B.C., and its prehistoric cave dwellings are believed to be 
one of the first human settlements in Italy. 

We arrived at Matera after sundown. Our first sight of the city was a 
surreal experience: an old church and pale landscape of dimly lit stone 
houses, haunting yet fascinating. It seemed time stood still, and I imagined 
I time-traveled back to ancient Jerusalem during the time of Jesus Christ. 

It is easy to understand why Mel Gibson chose this site as the location 
for his film “The Passion of the Christ,” as other films like “The Young 
Messiah” and “The Gospel According to St. Matthew” were likewise 
filmed here. 

After walking through alleys and stone stairways, we found our hotel, 
Hotel Caveoso. 

Everything in Matera is about caves. The reception, our hotel rooms 
and bathrooms are all inside caves. No two rooms are alike - eerie but 
interesting, ancient yet equipped with Wi-fi, cable television and heater. 

Until now, I can’t get over the idea that I slept in a room that could 
have been inhabited some 9,000 years ago. 




















